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SPECIAL 


BmsBBxy  of  the  fferch  1954  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

X13iO¥S'K)fSS  ISATIOMilL  PARK 

Qiangeable^  hi#i  precipitation,  thunder.     Snow  depths. 
Readings  at  Old  Faithful.     -70^  in  &ntam  record 
for  U.  S.  over  old  |mrk  record. 


ACTIVITIES: 


IMSPECTICMS: 


PUBLICITT: 


FLAKS,  MAPS 
&  ^RVEYS: 


WOMimmCE: 


QcmmjcTio^. 


COHCESSI(»ISRS: 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES  & 
CHAPEL: 


s^m 


Rogers  bade  from  Denver;   stopped  at  Custer  &  at  Billings 
confer  with  Baker.     To  Bozeman.     Joffe  back  from  \msh. 
assigraaent  fe  leave.     Ifeittson  to  Teton  &  Custer. 
Edwards  to  Spokane  re  blister  rust.     Gmsi^alngSy  IfUler 
&  R^i?nolds  to  Drivers'  Training,  Billings.     I&l'&illin 
to  Idaho  for  surplus.     ¥0  on  reorganisation.     Steno 
exam.     Lake  post  office  to  close.     Anderson  on  leave 
to  funeral  father-in-law.     Harold  Bryant,  Supt,,  Grand 
Car^ron,  retired.  1-2 

Supt.  &  Wrs.  Luce 5  Custer  in.     Paul  l-Sller  &  Robert 
liall  here.     GAO  moi  from  Billings  on  payroll  &  retire- 
ment audit.     L.L.Lllljj   Civil  Service _j  Denver  in  to 
assist  Local  Board  estabii^  rating  procedure.  3 

Illustrated  Yellowstone  article  in  National  Heritage, 

Ranger  featured  in  "Man  Behind  the  Badge"  television 

show.     6000  broadsides  on  hand.  3 

Flans  for  r©BK>deling  CGC  buildings  &  for  fire  dispatcher 
office.     Master  plan  sheet  F.  Bridge  caH^.-rround.     Topo. 
data  on  West  Thuiijb  for  architectural  schools.     Canyon 
power  line  lajout  reviewed.     Location  installations  in 
hospitiil.     Details  for  si^s  at  paric  ead.ts.  3 

Mich  snow  plox'fing.     Si^i  Mork.     Drag  brooms  niade. 

Culvert  replaced.     Road  breakup;  iXiTk  to  start  soon.  4 

Closed  cfc»ti  except  iiospital  heating  plant  &  ordering 
Kiaterials  CCC  building  rehabilitation,  4 

I. P. Co.  garage  reopened.     H.  Child  back.     Approval  con- 
tinuance collection  key  deposits  cottages,  cabins,  lodges. 4 

Sunday  School,  Youth  Fello^\rship,  Church.     Baptism  of 
Paul  I4array.     l-foney  from  "Ben"  Arnold  for  church  bulletin 
board.  4 


EHTATa  QHTU'IU 
HOIH3THI  3HT  ^O  TMHMTHAqHQ 

3DIVH33  >iHAq  JAI^OITAM  j 

>l?iA1  JAHOIT/  '  '"I-aWOJJHY 

.OYW  .>lflAq  H;-1CTe;VOJJ3Y  THaaMHTOiHSwa  hht  lo  aoi-iO 

J-^    '  '•is,    w.     J     '    -'/-^  ~t,».  -         U. 


.    -iv^n    rsrq  :  I''^  *v  ^"^  ,o  ,1*  -sol 


i            3           '^^  '  -j3    ?■= 

r^ 

^\      » 

.        -^./^  "^     !f      r*   r             >  ?f         ^          ^     ^   ^ 

(.            ^^        '            ^     % 

^ 

•'•^'^CK 

c.      -v-^'-'       "  i^  '*>*'i*ii} 

c 

liJ 

K.''            ,       >*«       J     *       -.'    -      t4.?j^?«*'> 

-• '—           „*  -^         ^ 

^'S 

^  -  ^.      ^j^      ■>.   r.-n^  In 

.^'  >X,       V*    T  ')''     OIK    X    <  ^ 

/  .'   .-ry  -^ 

.    •  ^  -..    <-' ' 

,f          ^ca:       '  '     .'XV'*^ 

p»            -^        '  ' 

r  -xr- 

^        .-! 

i      J     f         ^.       Z-^^Di,^    <X? 

iPSlTSV. 


*■■< 

> 

,^  A. 

^   ^ 

K  J    .'-'.      -     ^y^'S'"' 

z 

i"^ 

'i      "* 

1    . 

ft'^ 

1 

' 

:     _ 

r  ^^       IT 

^^. 

r 

£" 

-.    -'            ^r-     ',>            i^J'^,&- 

>~-l'1 

"V 

^ 

/ 

»^jr 

c1  *  <- 

■f--,    *" 

'     rr' 

t    / 

^ 

1 

"  ^          w 

r  J"^  r    r:.  s""  "'>'«  ty 

5                    * 

.     j-^ 

J- 

,~ 

^^     fJ 

r    v"      .i.  Jf'cd 

imoTftmm:i 


■.rsmiMm 


■■<3  I;urc^?;'srr      .^Oi 


.bmBm^^  f^Mrm}^   .oG.n,I    il^ai^-Sa^ 


INTERPRETIVE 
SERVICES; 

MUSEUMS: 


RESEARCH  AND 
OBSERVATION: 


Yellcn-f stone  movies  shoxm  at  Glacier,  Santa  Rosa  & 

MascoWj  Idaho.  Condon  presented  pro  gram  Billings  Rotaiy.  4-5 


Plans  Old  Faithful  I'feseam  exliibits  &  reception  room. 
Rubber  tile  on  Ifemnoth  Museum  floor, 

Norris  Geyser  Basin  research.  Observations  FiDimaoth 
Terraces, 


NATURAL  HISTORY  I-irs.  Elmore  work  on  herbarium,  mature  Notes  &  News 


ASSOCIATION: 


IN-SEHVICE 

'TRAIKH'JG: 


TRAVEL: 


SPECIAL 

VISITORS: 


RANGER 
SERVICE: 


Letter  nestheads.  Mrs,  Quist  Clerk,  ordered  books. 
Slides  duplicated.  Articles  of  Incorporation,  B^'^-Laws 
&  Constitution  of  Assn.  Public  address  units. 

Fiscal  training  session.  Ela  &  Stevens  training  in 
Fiscal  Office,  Staff  meeting.  Weekly  Ne\js. 

2110  people  in  626  cars  5  1051  in  319  cars  last  Iferch. 
5S  entered  by  sno\>fplane. 

Miss  Toe^^f,  German  exchange  teacher:  Earl  Nelson,  Universal 
International  News  Service;  Range  Managemoit  Group  from 
f  font  ana  State  College;  Seth  King,  New  York  Times,  &  Don 
Huff,  MBIAC. 

Ranger  assignmaits.  Various  activities  including  ski 
patrols , 


5 
5 

5-6 
6 
6 


WILDLIFE:  ELK;  103  live  elk  taken.  Trapping  stopped  17th. 
BUFFALO:       Two  calves  to  Kansas  zoo. 

Observations  by  Kittams;  not  too  favorable. 


RANGE: 


FOREST  FIRE 
PROTECTION: 

BUILDING  FIRE 
HlOTECnON: 


BLISTER  RUST: 


Fire  Control  Aids  selected.     Plans  &  estimates  nev^r 
dispatcher  office.     To  get  4~'wheel-drive  pickup  for 
forest  &.  range  fire  suppression, 

Equiprrient  to  be  under  direction  fire  cache  supervisor, 

Edimrds  to  Spokane.     Spra3rer  rebuilt.     Equipment  obtained. 
Crew  selected. 


RANCH  &  CCHRAL:  Horse  &  mule  care.     Horse  trailers. 


6-7 

7 
7 
7 

7-a 
a 

8 

8 
9 


IE  AILS; 


Allotment  cut.  Crews  employed.  Trail  sign  work.  New 
bench  grinder. 


9 

ACCIDENTS;     Two  accidents  on  Gallatin  road.  9 

LAW  ENFORCEMENT;  Commissioner  on  leave  most  month.  FBI  man  &  sheriffs  in.  9 
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DEATOS: 


Korman  Korn,   former  Gardiner  School  Supt.  &  Y.P.Co, 
employee;  uiother  of  Postmaster  Joe  D.  Kurtz,  laother  of 
Arnold  Quist,  father  of  !'lrs.  Karl  Gilbert,  father  of 
Mrs.  Ernest  Anderson  died  during  month. 


Pa^e 


9-10 


BIRTHS: 


Son  bom  to  Mr,  &  Mrs,  Joseph  fiappj   grandson  of  Judge 
&  Mrs.  B3X»ai. 


10 


PERSOKHEL:  Warren  Hotchkiss,   Payroll  Supervisor,  transferred  to 

Personnel  Asst.,  wSouthwestem  National  Ifonuments. 
I^Iarjorie  Proper  &  Maudie  Lee  Wohlbrandt  seasonal  Clerk- 
■^ypists.     Registers  for  seasonal  ^Rangers  and  Katirralists 
from  Region  Two  Board  of  Exajainers.  10 

MSCELLANEOUS:   F.E,U,  &  A.F.G.E.  meetings.     Sunday  School  picnic.     Ski 
meet.     P.T.A,  pot  luck  &  entertainm^ent.     .American  Legion 
"Elk  Feed"  in  Gardiner.  10-11 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 


UNITED  STATES  Report  1ml 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

YELLOWSTONE  PARK.  WYO. 


April  9,  1954 

Meiaorandum 

To:  The  Director 

From:  Superfjitend^titj,  Yellowstone  Hational  Park 

Subject:     Ifonthly  Report  for  Farch  1954 

Follovdng  is  the  re|x)rt  of  activities  for  Teiloif^tone 
Hational  Park  during  the  monUi  of  Iferch  1954' 

i/'/eather  Conditions.     The  weather  conditions  for  the  laonth 
were  characterissed  b-f  erratic  clianges  of  temperature  varying  from 
brilliantly  clear  to  cfetll  days  with  rrederate  snaxfall.     Tramder  was 
recorded  on  the  V?tti,     Hie  total  precipitation  of  1.49  inches  was 
.(B  inch  greater  than  tlie  last  eight-year  average  and  ,53  inch  inore 
than  in  l-larch  1953.     Tes^jeratures  ranged  from  a  lainiinum  of  -IC^  on  the 
2nd  and  3rd  to  a  laaxiiaum  of  IS    on  the  ioth.     These  precipitation  and 
tei!5)erature  fi^ires  pertain  to  the  headcparters  area  only* 

5^iow  depths  froia  various  loca,tions  in  the  park  at  the  dose 
of  the  raonth  are  as  follows:     I'laEsaoth  8",  Toiler  Fall  22'^ ^  West  Yellow- 
stone 43",  and  South  Entrance  69". 

Thermometers  at  Old  Faithful  were  r^d  on  the  11th.     For  the 
season  to  date  the  laimisiuia  temperature  w^as  -29    and  maxiMam  49  .     Tiie 
snoi'j  depth  there  on  the  11th  was  42'^, 

The  -68°  re(x>rd-brealcing  tes^rature  re|X)rted  in  the  February 
sjonthly  report  was  finally  reco,giised  by  the  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau  as 
-70    wiiich  occu3*red  at  their  Rogers  Pass  station  about  40  airline  ndles 
northwest  of  Helena,  Montana  and  tliis  -70°  is  a  nes^  all-tiiae  r^ord 
for  the  Ifeited  States,  breaking  the  long-standing  record  of  -66 
recorded  at  Riverside  Station  near  West  Yellowstone  in  February  1933. 

Special  Activities.     Superintandoit  and  Ilrs.  Rogers  returned 
to  the  park  Ikrch  U  after  spesfKiing  siost  of  ti-^  winter  in  Dmver 
where  he  has  been  vrorking  on  his  project  on  the  legislative  history  of 
areas  of  the  Kational  Pax^  Service.     On  Ms  return  trip  he  stopped  at 
Custer  Battlefield  National  I-fomment  and  in  Billings  met  vd.th  Regional 
Director  B^Lker  who  liad  arrived  there  March  9  for  a  meeting  of  the 
Mssouri  Basin  Inter-Agency  Coumttee.     He  made  a  trip  to  Bozeman 
!%rch  30  for  legislative  liistozy  research  at  the  library  and  also 
attoided  a  Rotary  meeting  with  concessioner  J.  E.  Ilaynes. 
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Administrative  Assist  cm  t  Joffe  returned  March  23  after  two 
weeks  assignment  211   the  Ivashington  Office  v/here  he  acted  as  Chairman 
of  the  Conference  Planning  Group  for  the  1954  National  Park  Sendee 
Conference  and  several  weeks  annual  leave. 

Resident  Landscape  Architect  tfe-ttson  imde  a  trip  to  Grand 
Teton  March  2-5  to  revi^tr  power  line  location  and  to  Custer  Battlefield 
March  11-13  to  discuss  area  developments. 

Assistant  Ciiief  Ranger  Edv/ards  departed  Marcii  S  for  Spokane, 
V/ashington,  to  confer  with  Blister  Rust  Control  officials  and  to  bring 
back  supplies.  He  returned  the  l6th. 

Park  Engineer  Cuimnings,  Shop  Foreman  Miller  and  Supervisory 
Park  Ranger  Rejmolds  departed  March  14  to  attend  the  Supervisors'  £ind 
Drivers'  Training  Course  sponsored  by  the  General  Services  Adininistra- 
tion  March  15-19,  returning  the  20th. 

Electrical  Supervisor  McI'M.lin  made  a  trip  March  22  and  23  to 
Arco  and  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  for  excess  property. 

Field  Order  10-54  of  Febnnry  23  covering  the  reorganization 
of  the  National  Park  Service  ••ras  received  March  1.  Four  Yellowstone 
employees  J  Park  Naturalist  Condon,  Personnel  Assistant  Proper,  and 
Engineers  Thuring  and  Cummings,  were  included  in  the  proposed  reorganiza- 
tion. 

The  Local  Civil  Service  Board  held  an  examination  for 
Stenographer- Tjrpist  on  March  5  with  three  contestants  participating. 
The  examination  ^^fas  conducted  by  Personnel  Assistant  Proper. 

On  March  25  word  was  received  from  the  Yellov/stone  Paric 
Postmaster  that  beginning  this  season  the  Lake  Postal  Station  u-ould 
not  be  operated,  the  mail  in  the  Lake  area  to  be  handled  throu^i  the 
Fishing  Bridge  Post  Office. 

Administrative  Officer  i\nderson  left  March  31  for  Chehalis, 
Wasliington,  to  attend  the  fiineral  services  of  l-lr.  Joseph  Targus, 
father  of  l-frs,  Anderson.  He  e>4)ects  to  be  gone  about  tvjo  xfeeks, 

Harold  C.  Bryant,  Superintendent,  Grand   Canyon  National  Park, 
retired  at  the  dose  of  Jferch  31.  Dr.  Bryant  entered  on  duty  as 
seasonal  Park  Ranger  Naturalist  in  Yosemite  in  1923  and  since  1939  has 
been  Super int aid ent  of  Grand  Canyon.  He  visited  Yellovjstone  on  a 
number  of  occasions  during  his  service  with  the  National  Park  Service, 
He  will  be  succeeded  at  Grand  Canj^'on  by  Preston  C,  Patraw,  now  Assistant 
Southvrest  Regional  Director,  Santa  Fe, 
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Inspections.  Superintendent  and  Mrs.  Edward  S,  Luce  of 
Custer  Battlefield  National  Monument  ^irere  in  the  pai^  I4arch  6  and  7 
on  return  to  their  area  from  annual  leave, 

Paul  McG.  Miller,  Chief  Engineer,  VJashington  Office,  and 
Robert  G,  Hall,  Assistant  Regional  Director,  arrived  1-fa.rch  15  to 
discuss  public  utilities  proposals  and  other  engineering  laatters  and 
departed  for  Gliicier  on  the  17th. 

Cljrde  Jones,  Auditor,  and  J.  K.  Donaldson,  Accountant, 
General  Accounting  Office,  Billings,  Ifontana,  in  March  25  for  site 
audit  of  payrolls  and  Civil  Service  retir«3iient  records.  They  spent 
about  a  x^reek  on  this  work.  RediaDnd  R.  Everard,  Regional  Manager, 
G.A.O.,  Billings,  was  here  Iferch  29  and  30  observing  the  operations. 

L.  L.  Lilly,  Board  Advisor,  Tenth  Civil  Service  Region, 
Denver,  arrived  Iferch  29  to  assist  the  Local  Board  in  establisiiing 
procedure  for  rating  seasonal  \>rage  board  applications  and  in  other 
Civil  Service  routine.  He  expects  to  leave  April  2. 

Publicity.  The  Spring  1954  issue  of  National  Heritage 
contained  an  interesting  article  on  Yellowstone  entitled  "Cavalcade 
to  Hell"  by  Dale  Vihite,  The  article  was  profusely  illustrated  with 
old  prints  of  park  scenes  fron  pictures  fiirnished  by  the  park. 

The  National  Park  Ranger  was  the  H^i^n  Behind  the  Badge"  on 
the  Columbia  Broadcasting  Television  Program  March  28.  Assistant 
Secretary  of  tiie  Interior  Orme  Le\-ds  appeared  at  the  aid  of  the  play 
for  a  brief  comment  on  the  work  of  the  Parte  Ranger.  The  "I'lan  Behind 
the  Badge"  is  a  popular  Sunday  evening  television  program. 

A  total  of  6,000  Yellowstone  broadsides  for  1953  remained  on 
hand  at  the  end  of  I-Iarch, 

Plans.  Maps  and  Surveys.  A  revised  plan  for  remodeling  of 
CCC  buildings  at  Old  Faithful  to  small  apartments  was  prepared  to 
provide  a  more  satisfactory  heating  arrangement.  A  remodeling  plan 
was  prepared  for  the  fire  dispatcher's  room  in  the  fire  cache  section 
of  the  bam.  Building  Ho.  3S.  A  master  plan  sheet  for  the  Fishing 
Bridge  campground  area  was  finished.  Topographic  data  xvcis  prepared  on 
the  West  Thumb  bay  area  for  the  use  of  schools  of  landscape  architecture 
as  a  "problem"  and  shipped  to  l^Iichigan  State  College.  The  layout  of 
power  lines  in  the  Canyon  area  was  reviewed  during  the  preparation  of 
utility  plans.  The  locations  of  a  propane  cylijider  cabinet  and  oil 
tank  filler  pipe  for  the  hospital  were  reviei^ed.  Details  vrere  prepared 
for  the  large  signs  which  xvill  be  used  at  the  approach  of  park  entrance 
stations  as  one  leaves  the  parks  and  vihich  will  include  the  U.  S.  high- 
way marker  shields. 
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teinteaaiice.     During  tlie  latter  two-thirds  of  the  month 
snow  fell  almost  eveiy  day  or  nigjit  vd.th  high  winds.     Snovr  plovdug 
for  the  nonth  was  above  average,     When  not  operating  plows  the  crew 
worked  on  signs  including  concrete  bases,  156  having  been  completed, 
ISiese  signs  are  to  be  placed  along  the  paths  and  walks.     Ten  new  drag 
brooms  were  made  and  painted.     One  old  culvert  pipe  was  replaced  on 
the  old  Gardiner-lferaraoth  high  road.     AH  raaintonance  operations  have 
been  accomplished  by  three  permanent  employees  and  one  tecporary 
operator.     V/liere  the  roads  are  bare  there  is  some  brealoip  and  a  main- 
tenance crew  will  be  started  early  in  April. 

Construction.     All  construction  projects  are  closed  down 
for  the  winter  except  Account  231.01,  Replacing  the  Heating  Plant  at 
the  Mammoth  Hospital,  Building  I'^o.  18,  iifalch  project  is  %%  complete, 
and  Account  231.03,  Rehabilitation  of  CCC  Buildings,  Old  Faithful,  for 
which  material  is  being  ordered. 

Concessioners.     The  YeHcrrfstone  Park  Company  repair  shops 
at  Gardiner  were  reopened  March  1. 

Himtley  Q^'nJLd,  Jr.,  Vice  President  of  the  Yello^irstone  Park 
Company,  and  Ilrs.  Child  returned  to  the  park  !fe.rch  4  from  a  trip  to 
California  where  he  attended  the  V/estem  Conferaice  of  National  Park 
Concessioners  and  attended  to  other  matters  for  the  Company. 

On  Iferch  31  the  Superintendent  approved  the  continuance  of 
the  collection  of  a  deposit  for  a  key  at  the  cottages,  lodges  and 
tourist  cabins  operated  by  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company, 

Religious  Services  and  Chapel  Use.     The  Yellowstone  National 
Park  Chapel  was  used  each  Sunday  for  the  regular  Sunday  School  services 
at  10:30  a.m.     On  l-feirch  14  and  21  the  Chapel  ims  used  for  the  Youth 
FelloxiTship  ser^dces  at  6:00  p.m.     On  the  21st,  church  services  were 
held  in  the  Chapel  at  7:30  p.m.  conducted  by  Reverend  Clarke  of  the 
Livingston  Ministerial  Association. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  ferch  21,  the  Reverend  E.  A.  Syms 
baptized  Paixl  Craig  l^urra^,  son  of  Mr.  and  l-Irs.  Lawrence  Ito*ray. 

On  I'krch  2,  the  Yelloii/stone  Park  Church  Committee  received  a 
check  from  Mr.  Ben  Arnold  in  the  anovnt  of  $44^.75  to  finance  the 
installation  of  a  religious  services  bulletin  board  at  the  Yellovrstone 
Park  Chapel,     The  Church  Coraniittee,  on  I&rch  o,  held  a  meeting  and  an 
order  v;as  placed  vjith  the  V^.  L.  Clark  Company  for  the  bulletin  board. 

Interpretive  Services.     Glacier  National  Park  used  the 
Yellowstone  movies  during  Iferch  and  ran  the  Wild  Animal  Heaven  picture 
to  audiences  totaling  275  people  and  the  film  Geysers,  Mud  Pots,  and 
Hot  Springs  of  Ifysterious  Yellowstone  to  audiences  totaling  250  people, 
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Clarence  Alleman  presented  Wild  Animal  Heaven  in  Santa  Rosa, 
California,  to  audiences  totaling  1,000  people.  Robert  Jonas  used 
the  same  movie  in  Jbscow,  Idaho,  with  an  audience  of  260  people. 

Chief  Park  Natiiralist  Condon  traveled  to  Billings,  I-bntaiia, 
on  March  22,  to  present  a  program  on  Yellowstone  National  Paiic  to  the 
Billings  Rotary  Club. 

Museum  Activities  and  Exhibits.  Park  Naturalist  Elmore  spent 
considerable  time  dirrins  the  month  working  on  exhibit  plans  for  the 
Old  Faithful  Kuseurn  and  on  March  2  the  exhibit  plans  for  the  case  on 
Comparisons  of  Geysers  was  sent  to  the  Regional  Director's  Office. 
Plans  for  the  remodeling  of  the  Old  Faithful  I^iseuui  reception  room 
were  completed  and  the  engineers  estimated  it  would  involve  an  expendi- 
ture of  about  $1,600  to  remodel  the  room  in  confoniE.nce  with  the  plans. 

Carpenters  oegan  the  installation  of  rubber  tile  flooring  in 
the  Mammoth  ISiseum  on  March  9.  This  job  was  completed  on  the  29th  and 
adds  materially  to  the  imiseum  appearance  and  \d.ll  facilitate  floor 
maintenance. 

Research  and  Observation.  Park  Haturalist  Watson  devoted 
a  great  deal  of  time  to  furthering  the  research  work  on  Norris  Geyser 
Basin  and  on  the  completion  of  a  map  of  that  area.  At  the  close  of 
the  month  a  fex-^  minor  changes  on  this  map  v.'ill  have  it  completed. 
Chief  Park  Natiiralist  Condon  made  a  trip  to  the  lorris  Geyser  Basin  on 
March  1.  Trips  were  made  by  him  over  the  terraces  on  llarch  5  and  25. 
The   Highland  Spring  is  no  ■s'ifhere  near  as  active  now  as  it  was  in  October, 
The  Cupid  Spring  is  active  on  both  sides  of  the  road.  The  Canary 
Spring  is  vei^'-  active  on  the  south  side  of  Jkin  Terrace.  The  Blue 
Spring  has  shifted  its  activities  to  the  large  pool  on  the  northwest 
side  of  Main  Terrace.  Tlie  Jupiter  Spring  is  still  very  active  and 
flowing  dovm  over  the  front  of  the  Terraces  as  well  as  into  a  huge  pit 
near  the  Main  Terrace.  The  l-Iinerva  Spring  is  exceedingly  active  and 
outstanding  in  its  deposition  and  beauty.  The  Cleopatra  Spring  has 
increased  its  activity  greatly  and  is  the  raost  active  it  has  been  in 
the  past  ten  years.  The  Palette  Spring  is  entirely  dormant  and  Opal 
Spring  is  still  active.  There  v;as  very  little  snow  on  the  Terraces 
and  across  the  top  of  Highland  Terrace  there  was  an  area  where  the 
gro\md  vfas  heated  along  a  fissure  and  no  sno^^r  was  present  at  all. 

Natural  History  Association.  Mrs,  Francis  H.  Elmore  was 
emplojred  by  the  Association  to  mount  plants  for  the  herbarium  on 
herbarium  sheets  and  to  otherwise  bring  the  herbarium  records  up  to 
date.  Mrs.  Elmore  began  her  employment  Iferch  4  and  finished  her  xfork 
on  the  30th. 

The  multiliths  of  the  Association  viere  used  in  running  off 

the  January-February  issue  to  Nature  Notes  on  March  12  and  379  copies 

were  placed  in  the  mail  on  this  date.  In  addition,  18,000  mastheads 

were  run  off  for  use  in  the  issuance  of  the  Yellowstone  Park  Weekly 

News  Letter. 
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Mrs,  Alice  Quist  was  employed  for  75  hours  of  work  during 
the  month  and  diiring  this  time  she  prepared  and  sent  out  orders  for 
the  summer  sales  stock  of  publications. 

The  Association  sent  out  220  slides  to  Meston  for  duplica- 
tion so  that  additional  slides  -vxill  be  available  for  the  use  of 
naturalists  during  Hie   suiMier  in  connection  iclth  interpretive  programs. 

Copies  of  the  proposal  for  the  Articles  of  Incorporation 
and  a  nevj   Constitution  and  By-laws  of  the  Association  were  s^it  out 
on  March  8  to  all  board  laembers  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a  meeting 
will  be  held  early  in  April  at  which  time  the  Association  will  become 
incorporated. 

The  Association  purchased  from.  Graybar  Electric  Company 
three  Portapage  public  address  units. 

In-Service  Training;.  On  l&rch  l6  an  in-service  training 
session  was  conductejd  from  3  to  5  p. hi.  in  the  Canteen  i-dth  Payroll 
Supervisor  iiotchkiss.  Cashier  Somerville  and  Fiscal  Accounting  Clerk 
Galle  speaking  on  payroll  and  related  accounting  procedure  and  Fiscal 
Accountant  Gabbert  instructing  on  travel  vouchers.  This  session  was 
attended  by  all  employees  who  could  be  spared  from  their  regular  work. 

District  Rangers  Sla  and  Stevens  x-ssorked  in  the  Fiscal  Office 
during  the  month  gaining  additional  knowledge  of  the  operations  of 
that  division, 

A  staff  meeting  of  division  heads  was  held  in  the  Confer^ce 
Room  on  March  18, 

The  Yellowstone  Weekly  Mews  i-m.s   issued  each  Thixrsday  to  keep 
employees,  concessioners  and  others  currently  infoxnned  of  park  happenings- 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel.  A  total  of  2,110  people 
entered  the  park  in'T2S°lrehicies  as  compared  vdth  1,051  visitors  in 
319  vehicles  during  !%rch  of  last  year.  Of  this  total  5S  visitors 
entered  the  park  in  snowplanes  from  the  south  and  v/est  entrances  to 
observe  Old  Faithful  and  winter  scales  witi-iin  the  park. 

Special  Visitors.  Miss  Ghristel  Toe^f,  exchange  teacher  from 
Frankfort,  Oerraany",  ^vho  had  been  teaching  at  Greybull,  l^^ming,  visited 
the  park  March  3  and  4»  She  was  conducted  along  the  northern  part  of 
the  park  from  Gardiner  to  Cooke  and  over  the  ^krHmoth  terraces  and  was 
acquainted  mth  the  park  in  general  at  the  Jlammoth  I^seum  where  she 
was  also  shoMi  a  filia  on  the  park. 

Earl  Nelson,  Universal  International  News  Service,  Seattle, 
Washington,  who  had  been  filming  pictures  for  a  nexfs  reel  in  the  VJest 
Yellowstone  to  Old  Faithful  area  since  February  23,  spent  March  4-6  in 
the  Mammoth  to  Soda  Butte  area  and  left  for  Seattle  on  the  6th. 
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Dr.  Farrel  Branson  and  Range  Specialist  Karl  Parker  with 
eight  range  crniagement  students  from  Montana  State  College,  Bozeman, 
in  March  6  for  a  trip  over  the  northern  range,  accompanied  by  Biologist 
Kit tarns. 

Seth  King,  Md-West  Correspondent  for  Hew  York  Times,  arrived 
Jfeirch  24  to  gather  material  for  an  article  on  National  parks.  He 
was  accompanied  by  Don  Huff,  Secretary  of  t-tlssouri  Basin  Inter-Agency 
Conradttee,  Billings.  The^r  departed  the  25th. 

Ranger  Service.  The  ranger  assignments  for  the  sumaer  and 
possible  assignments  for  next  winter  were  released  Iferch  26. 

Ranger  activities  d^I^ing  the  month  included  elk  trapping 
and  loading,  snow  gauging,  trail  sign  manufacture,  trail  map  revision, 
park  ranger  adroinistrative  and  checking  station  manual  revision, 
preparation  of  fire  maps,  repair  of  telephone  line  from  V/est  Yellowstone 
toward  headquarters,  preparation  of  memoranda  of  recommendations  to 
various  division  heads  compiled  from  ranger  annual  reports,  ski  patrols 
by  Anderson  and  Beal  from  West  Yellowstone  to  Sportsman  Lake  March  2-4> 
Gunzel  and  Beal  to  South  Riverside  8th-10th,  Gonzel  and  Stitt  to  Cougar 
Creek  15th--17th  and  to  Sportsman  Lake  23rd-25th,  and  of  Gilbert  and 
Jones  from  Snake  River  to  Cascade  Creek  22nd~23rd,  and  sno^^rplane  patrol 
by  Gilbert  and  Jones  from  Snake  River  to  Old  Faithful  on  the  4th. 

Wildlife  Activities.  ELK  REDUCTION.  A  total  of  103  live 
elk  were  takoi  from  the  p^rl:  during  the  month  in  the  following  ship- 
ments: on  the  1st  and  4th,  25  and  24,  respectively,  were  taken  by 
the  State  of  !&ntana  for  transplanting  in  the  Red  Lodge  area;  28  v/ere 
furnished  on  the  14th  and  26  on  the  15th  to  Tobe  Foster,  l6  of  the 
first  shipment  to  go  to  the  State  of  }levj  Mexico  and  the  rest  for 
restocking  the  Foster  ranches  at  Capitan,  Nev/  Mexico. 

KLk  trapping  operations  were  terminated  }fe.rch  17  upon  agree- 
ment with  the  Montana  Fish  and  Gajne  Department. 

BUFFALO.  Two  buffalo  calves  were  turned  over  to  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  City  of  Great  Bend,  Kansas,  for  its  zoo  on  March  9. 
These  animals  were  to  take  the  place  of  two  elk  calves  which  they  had 
come  after  but  which  escaped  or  were  released  from  the  Crystal  Creek 
trap.  Special  autliority  for  making  this  shipment  of  buffalo  from  the 
park  was  furnished  by  the  I'^ashington  Office, 

Range.  According  to  observations  of  Biologist  Kittams,  new 
snow  during  i-Jarch  increased  snow  depths  and  reduced  the  size  of  snow- 
free  sectors.  In  early  ferch  some  elk  and  bison  were  pawing  through 
snow  for  forage  on  non-critical  range.  Increased  depths  and  hardening 
of  the  snow  have  sealed  off  almost  all  of  the  non-critical  range, 
limiting  foraging  to  snow- free  areas  late  in  the  month.  Utilization 
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of  grass  on  snow- free  sectors  was  moderate  to  heavy  in  early  l-larcli. 
Constriction  of  available  range  and  (gradual  reduction  of  forage  on 
those  sectors  since  then  has  left  the  grazing  aniumls  hard  pressed. 
Appraisals  of  utilisation  on  Goal  lline  Flat  at  irdd-iaonth  x-i&re: 
sagebrush  and  vdnterfat,  heavy 5  grass,  iroderately  heavy.  There  is 
no  new  grass  on  the  lower  Yellowstone  range,  no  doubt  because 
teinperatures  have  been  too  low  for  groTrrth.  On  the  Gallatin  ran^je  at 
the  start  of  the  month  laost  grass,  except  western  wheatccrass,  on 
critical  range  had  been  utilized  so  that  very  little  forage  roaained. 
Sa<^ebrush  on  these  sectors  had  been  brovjsed  lightly,  rabbitbrush 
Hjoderately  and  horsebimsh  nioderately  heavy.  In  late  March  oLk  v/ere 
widely  scattered  over  the  snow- free  range.  Some  elk  have  dropped  to 
poor  flesh  condition. 

Forest  Fire  Protection,  l^st  of  the  Fire  Control  Aid 
personnel  v;ere  selected  and  offered  en?jloyment  during  tiie  month. 

Plans  vrere  drawn  and  cost  estimates  sutedtted  to  the 
Regional  Office  for  the  new  dispatcher's  office  './nich  is  to  be 
located  at  the  fire  cache  in  Uie  bam  at  I4aniaoth,  Building  Ho.  3B. 

On  March  31*  telegraphic  confirmation  of  an  allotment  advice 
was  received  from  the  Regional  Office  for  the  purchase  of  a  four- 
wheel-drive  pickup  truck.  Tliis  vehicle  is  to  be  e(^±pped  with  a  slip- 
on  tank  and  puinper  for  forest  and  range   fire  suppression. 

Building  Fii>e  Protection.  All  surplus  building  fire  equip- 
ment such  as  refills  and  refill  materials  v/ere  moved  into  the  fire 
cache.  Hero  this  material  v/ill  be  under  ti:ie  direction  of  the  fire 
cache  supervisor  for  issuance  and  maintenance  of  exrtinguishers. 

Blister  Rust  Control.  Assist;?Jit  Gliief  Ranger  Edwards  con- 
feirred  \fWi  blister  rust  personnel  in  Spokane,  Uashin^^n.  He  left 
Yellov/stone  on  !4arch  7  ona   returned  l-iarch  I6.  Plans  for  the  ccaning 
season  were  formulated  and  key   personnel  selected. 

A  power  sprayer  raanufacturcd  last  year  by  Squipjusnt  Sales 
and  Service,  Spokane,  v/as  returned  to  the  company  for  rebuilding  and 
making  laodifications.  This  pumper  perfoi^sed  satisfactorily  but  it  is 
believed  with  the  modifications  it  will  speed  up  blister  rust  vjork. 

Ten  udne  type  telephones  and  a  supply  of  folding  cots  for 
use  on  the  blister  rust  project  were  picked  up  from  surplus  at 
Spokane. 

Selections  for  the  crews  have  been  made  and  notices  of  selec- 
tions mailed.  101   ine:q>erienced  men  are  to  report  for  dity  on  June  7 
wheal  training  vdll  begin.  Experienced  men  imre  notified  to  report  on 
that  date  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible. 
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of  grass  on  snow- free  sectors  was  njoderate  to  heavy  in  early  !-iarcIi. 
Constriction  of  available  range  and  (gradual  reduction  of  forage  on 
those  sectors  since  then  has  left  the  grazing  anirjials  hard  pressed. 
Appraisals  of  utilisation  on  Goal  lline  Flat  at  aid-raonth  x^ere: 
sagebrush  and  winter  fat,  heavy;  grass,  moderately  heavy.     There  is 
no  new  grass  on  the  lower  Yellowstone  range,  no  doubt  because 
teE^ratures  have  been  too  low  for  growth.     On  the  Gallatin  range  at 
the  start  of  the  month  sK>st  grass,   except  western  xirheatf^rass,  on 
criticcil  range  had  been  utilized  so  that  very  little  forage  r^nained. 
Sagebrush  on  these  sectors  had  been  browsed  lightly,  rabbitbnish 
laoderately  and  horsebrush  inoder?itely  heavy.     In  late  March  oLk  were 
vddcly  scattered  over  the  snow- free  range.     Soiae  elk  have  dropped  to 
poor  flesh  condition. 

Forest  Fire  Protection,     ffest  of  the  Fire  Control  Aid 
personnel  v/ere  selected  and  offered  ertsployment  during  the  month. 

Flans  v;ere  dravm  and  cost  estimates  subidtted  to  the 
Regional  Office  for  the  nevv^  dispiitcher' s  office  ^^ich  is  to  be 
located  at  the  fire  cache  in  Uie  bam  at  KaiEooth,  Building  No.  3^, 

On  tfeirch  31*  telegraphic  confirmation  of  an  allotment  advice 
was  received  from  the  Regional  Office  ibr  the  purchase  of  a  four- 
wheel-drive  pickup  truck.     Tliis  vehicle  is  to  be  equipped  witii  a  slip- 
on  tank  and  puiaper  for  forest  and  range  fire  suppression. 

Building  Fire  Protection.     AH  surplus  building  fire  equip- 
ment such  as  refills  and.  refill  njaterials  vxere  moved  into  the  fire 
cache.     Hero  this  material  vd.ll  be  under  tiie  direction  of  the  fire 
cache  supervisor  for  issuance  and  maintenance  of  extinguishers. 

Blister  Rust  Control.     Assistant  Chief  Ranger  Edwards  con- 
feirred  \d.th  tiLister  rust  personnel  in  Spokane,  viashin^^n.     He  left 
Yellowstone  on  !4arch  7  and  returned  J^rch  l6.     Plans  for  the  coming 
season  were  fonnulated  and  k^  personnel  selected. 

A  power  sprayer  raanufacturcd  last  year  by  SquijDEent  Sales 
and  Service,   Spokane,  >;as  retxjumed  to  the  coE^paiXF  for  rebuilding  and 
making  sjodifications.     "Riis  puraper  performed  satisfactorily  but  it  is 
believed  with  the  sjodlfications  it  vdll  speed  up  blister  irust  "i^rk. 

Ten  jnine  type  telephones  and  a  supply  of  folding  cots  for 
use  on  the  blister  rust  project  were  picked  up  from  surplus  at 
Spokane. 

Selections  for  t?ie  crews  have  been  made  and  notices  of  selec- 
tions nailed.     iUl  inexperienced  men  are  to  report  for  duty  on  June  7 
vrtien  training  vjill  begin.     Experienced  inen  ^^rere  notif  j.ed  to  report  on 
that  date  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible. 

8 


io  m- 


1  c 


r?--;      r  r^  r  ■:■;•■ 


■■     ^''-^ys- -.v,     ijij.--,^. 'ji;-j;il,"^f    '.•cue   ii/CVV  '->";'• 


'«•■«:>■     ;ijg   ;; 


7^.>?    .fci;v-"r   t-,j;jat^    ©Rra^^t,- 


Jir  n-f-r- 


;^:S;v:^>^!"^;'v;i  >;:i;!Ll^l  ;S;S>fii 


,  ..jr.  I -jv-^  ^iifii '. .  P'iiSuf'O/?  Ijb^'^  jj"'.ivii'    '. yi^^y! 'oti^^r^r": 


';?  ■'vie  :..:  . 


:'}JS-:-^isy-^;  ■  Ic^sr/vr:.'?'' 


?«-a«:.iv^52  .v^?.s  d^r'v^  aaiS53  .j.isT 


i^Ka  :!■ 


5'  '■{•",   .  "  ,'«J       .''kfc      ~..  i* 


.a'.,-  ■.ji^?y,   -;     ',<,.< 


>■"«>!&  ts^  •ico'  i*5*S^  iS-BilJ 


,-K   T 


Ranch  and  Corral  Operations.     All  horses  and  imiles  were  fed 
hay  during  the  month  and  all  horses  v;ere  givoi  ph^iothiazine  treatment 
for  worms. 

Horse  trailers  are  being  reconditioned  for  next  sumraer's  use. 
One  trailer  has  been  rebuilt  frora  one  to  two-horse  capacity.     Vie  now 
have  five  tv«)-horse  trailers  .and  four  one-horse  trailers. 

Trails.     Notification  was  received  that  the  1955  trail  allot- 
ment would  be  cut  some  $2,200.     This  will  confine  trail  raaintoiance 
this  summer  to  mostly  routine  items. 

Nine  men  vrerc  offered  employmait  on  the  trail  crew  for  the 
suramer.     Six  of  these  are  last  year's  men  vdth  only  three  new  crew 
members  to  be  engaged.     This  will  complete  recruitment  for  this  season 
unless  declinations  are  received.     Due  to  the  rather  drastic  cut  in 
funds  for  the  1955  fiscal  year,  this  will  be  five  less  men  than  viere 
employed  on  the  trail  crew  last  season. 

Work  was  resumed  in  the  trail  sign  shop  during  the  last  two 
weeks  of  the  month  and  to  date  approximately  50  signs  are  in  the  process 
of  being  completed.     A  neif  bench  grinder  ivas  received  as  part  of  the 
sign  shop  equiixient. 

Accidents.     Two  autoia3bile  accidents  occurred  in  the  park  on 
the  Gallatin  road.     These  occurred  in  late  February  but  reports  were 
not  received  in  the  Chief  Ranger's  Office  until  March,     One  \fas  the 
case  of  a  car  left  on  the  road  during  a  snowstorm  and  run  into  by 
another  of  unknoum  identity  causing  approximately  $75  damage.     The  other 
was  a  sideswipe  collision  also  in  a  snowstoim  with  vision  obscured, 
causing  approxinately  $200  damage  to  each  vehicle.     There  were  no 
personal  injuries. 

Law  Enforcement.     U.  S.  Comrnissioner  and  Mrs.  James  U.  Brown 
were  away  from  the  park  on  annual  leave  at  Denver  from  March  6  to  30. 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  Agent  Mason  Melvin  visited 
the  office  m.th  Park  County  Sheriff  VJliite  on  the  3rd  and  with  Under- 
Sheriff  Hodges  on  the  l6th  regarding  law  enforcement  natters. 

Deaths,  I-Irs,  Katheiyn  Kurtz,  mother  of  Postmaster  Joe  D. 
Kurtz,  died  at  Cody,  V/yoming,  March  9  of  a  heart  attack,  1#.  Kurts 
attended  tiie  funeral  services  which  were  held  at  Cody  Jferch  13. 

Norman  Kom,  former  Superintendent  of  Schools  at  Gardiner 
and  Transportation  Agent  at  Canyon  for  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company 
for  severs!  seasons,   died  March  22  at  ];4issoula,  ^Sc>ntana,  after  a 
lingering  illness  from  cancer.     Funeral  services  v/ere  held  on  the  25th 
at  Anaconda, 
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Mrs.  Oscar  (>aist,  78,  Dawson^  MjjnLnesota,  raother  of  ELuinber 
Arnold  G«  Quist,  died  Farch  26  at  Dav.'son.  Mr.  Quist  departed  the 
27th  to  attend  the  funeral  the  30th  at  Dawson. 

J.  W.  Curtis,  92,  father  of  lirs.  Karl  Gilbert,  died  at  La  Veta, 
Colorado,  Iferch  30.  The  Gilberts  left  South  Entrance  by  ^lowplane  to 
attend  the  funeral  services. 

Joseph  Targus,  father  of  Mrs,  Ernest  Anderson,  died  at 
Chehalis,  Vfeshington,  Iferch  30.  Mrs.  Anderson  was  vdth  him  at  the 
time  of  his  death  and  I4r.  Anderson  left  the  31st  to  attend  the  funeral. 

Births.  A  son,  Thomas  'Jayne,  was   bom  to  JJr.  and  I^lrs. 
Joseph  M.  Rapp  at  Denver,  Colorado,  l^ferch  17.  Vfr.   and  Mps,  Rapp  were 
both  seasonal  employees  of  the  National  Park  Service  in  Yellowstone 
last  suratner  and  Mrs.  Rapp  is  the  daughter  of  Judge  and  I4rs.  James  W. 
Brown. 

Personnel.  Warren  S.   Hotchkiss,  Time,  Leave  and  Payroll 
Supervisor,  GS-5,  transferred  to  the  position  of  Personnel  Assistant, 
GS-7,  Southwestern  National  Monuments,  Globe,  Arizona,  effective 
March  21.  He  departed  from  Yellowstone  with  his  famly  I-fetrch  18. 

Marjorie  C.  Proper  and  Maudie  Lee  Wohlbrandt  entered  on  duty 
March  29  as  seasonal  Clerk- Twists  in  the  Fiscal  Office. 

For  the  first  time  the  park  received  registers  for  seasonal 
Park  Ranger  and  Ranger  Naturalist  furnished  from  the  Region  Two  Board 
of  U.  S,  Civil  Service  Exaniiners.  In  the  future  it  vdll  be  necessary 
that  selection  in  filling  these  positions  be  nsade  from  the  Civil  Service 
registers  of  that  office. 

Miscellaneous.  The  regalar  monthly  meeting  of  Federal 
Bnployees  Union  No.  465  was  held  in  the  Cante^i  f-fe-rch  1,  followed  by  a 
card  party  and  refresliments  for  the  members  and  their  vdves  and  husbands. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  American  Federation  of  Government 
Employees  was  held  March  S   in  the  Canteai,  following  vjhich  refreshments 
were  served. 

The  YellotATstone  Park  Sunday  School  held  its  annual  picnic  at 
the  Lamar  Unit  March  6. 

On  March  14  the  annual  ski  .c^et  was  held  at  the  Undine  Falls 
ski  hill. 

The  Parent-TeachCT*s  Association  sponsored  a  pot  luck  supper 
and  aitertainment  on  March  IS  in  the  Canteen. 
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The  annual  American  Legion  "Elk  Feed"  in  Gardiner  xms  held 
March  20  and  sponsored  by  Gardiner  Post  118, 


Edmund  B,  Rogers 
Superintoident 
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